SCANDINAVIAN   AMERICANS
not want to tear anything down—in short, is a method
of doing things in the present state.
A healthy example of development is the petrol and
oil co-operative which began in 1921. It began in the
town of Albert Lea, Freeborn County, Minnesota. A
small group of farmers began it with 500 dollars. In
that little county alone its assets are now 125,000 dol-
lars ; it is the leading distributor of petrol and oil in the
county, and has paid back to its consumer members
(without robbing anybody) savings, or patronage divi-
dends, of more than a quarter of a million. It made
some of the big oil companies angry, but the farmers
aren't angry yet, and never were, at the big oil com-
panies. They're not angry at anybody. They them-
selves as farmers are still in competition with each
other, believe it proper that one man should be rich
and another poor if one is brighter or more industrious
than his neighbour I don't believe there's a single
Communist, a single Red or Pink, a single parlour or
kitchen " Bolshevik/' in that whole county. I certainly
couldn't find one. But this is not a treatise or essay on
economics. Substitute other commodities from shoes to
sealing-wax, in other groups, still growing, and you have
the essential picture. And this, apart from human
culture and agriculture, is the outstanding contribution
of Scandinavians to modern America.1
1 Celebrated individuals who have made special contributions to
American culture, colour, and progress are impossible to enumerate
in a book of this sort. Beginning with Lindbergh, whose grand-
father was a Swedish-farmer immigrant, and Greta Garbo, who
has never become a naturalized American, yet is an American
" institution," Scandinavian names distinguished in the real sky
and among the terrestrial stars who shoot across the silver screen
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